
The Human Side of 
Data (Visualization)

CSC544



Announcements
• TCEs! Please fill them out 

• All following lectures - from now on, final project 
hands-on 

• Come prepared to give brief presentations 
(think no more than 1-2 minutes!) 

• I’ll come prepared for impromptu Q&A sessions.



What’s the political goal of 
data visualization?

Truth?  

Objectivity? 

Transparency? 

Can you build a visualization without politics?



https://prezi.com/8dlwl4615t6b/ethics-of-data-visualization/







https://twitter.com/georgejoseph94/status/
804027897275154436



http://lohud.nydatabases.com/













Is “Data” Objective?



Not only a vis problem





Human Subjects

• If you work in the field, you will, at some point, be 
asked to collect data about people, and create a 
visualization of it


• What now?



INFORMED CONSENT



The Institutional Review 
Board (IRB)

• If you receive federal funds to to human-subjects 
research, you need approval from your institution’s 
IRB


• But why?


• History lesson: the horrendous Tuskegee 
experiment



http://idlewords.com/talks/haunted_by_data.htm
Maciej Ceglowski





Resources, People to 
Follow

• Data & Society, https://datasociety.net/


• Zeynep Tufekci, Kate Crawford, danah boyd


• Mimi Onuoha


• “To collect, record, and archive aspects of the 
world is an intentional act.”

https://datasociety.net/

