
Decision Trees



Announcements

• No class on Wednesday Jan 29th - I’m out of town.


• Assignment still due on that Wed afternoon. - you have all 
information you need.


• Office hours: Wednesdays, 3-5PM (I’ll be there today, but 
not next week.)



Decision Trees



Decision Trees



Questions

• Is this greedy strategy good? 



Questions

• Is this greedy strategy always good?



Extensions to Ponder

• What if labels are categorical but not binary?


• What if features are categorical but not binary?


• What if features are numeric?


• What if labels are numeric?
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Setting up the learning 
problem

• Where does the data come from?


• Data Generating Distribution


• How do we define that the model is good?


• The loss function


• How do we combine those?
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